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From the Editor’s Desktop
This is an exciting
time for HoWLTA
and, indeed, for the
Hear t of Wale s
Line itself. Improvements already introduced
include electronic infomation screens at all
stations, new lighting and parking improvements, easier access to stations and platforms
at some of them, new timetables are soon to
be introduced, and new lineside information
boards should be errected shortly. All these
are very welcome...but are they enough?
As readers will see elsewhere in this issue
HoWLTA is still pressing for even further improvements (remember, “more trains – better trains – faster trains – serving the community”) and we await future developments

COVER PICTURES
Front Cover : South of Pontarddulais, HoWL trains
share their route with other passenger and freight trains;
first on the Swansea District Line (SDL) where
Llangennech and Bynea stations are situated, and
then the West Wales Main Line (WWML) for the
remaining stations – Llanelli, Gowerton and Swansea.
From mid September to mid December Network Rail
operates Railhead Treatment Trains – RHTTs (basically water canons) to clear the rail surface of
fallen leaves and other detritus that would affect the
adhesion and braking capabilities of trains.
On the morning of Saturday 1 November 2014 the
Margam Yard - based RHTT top and tailed by DBS
66093 and 66147 passes Llangennech station with the
spray in operation forming 3S61 which had commenced
its overnight duties at 1855 the previous
evening.
Photographed by Stephen Miles
Back Cover : Two more views of the southern end of
our line. Llangennech photographed by David Edwards
and Trevivian in Swansea photographed by Stephen
Miles. (See text on p.28 for further details)
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with great interest.
Individually, many members of HoWLTA have
also been doing their bit to tidy up and improve our stations, in particular our hard
working station adopters.
I would particularly like to invite these active
members to send in occasional short reports
so that we can bring their efforts and achievements to our readers in our expanded Along
the Line feature in this (see pp. 5-7) and
future issues. They don’t have to send in something for every issue, nor need they be lengthy
items. Even a few lines, say once a year, would
be very welcome - and don’t forget those
photos. If some of you fancy sending in longer
items occasionally, that’ll be fine too.
I look forward to hearing from you all in due
Peter Berry
course.

HoWLTA
CONTACT
DETAILS
The address for general correspondence
and all HoWLTA membership matters is
HoWLTA, c/o The Crossing House,
Dolau, Llandrindod Wells LD1 5TG
Letters relating to the HoWLTA
Newsletter and all items for possible
inclusion on the Post Bag pages or
elsewhere should either be posted to
The Editor, Twin Oaks, Castle
Close, Llangadog SA19 9AH
or emailed to psberry@tiscali.co.uk
Contact details for other officers and
committee members are given on p. 22
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Letter to Mrs Edwina Hart

MBE CStJ AM,

Minister for Economy Science & Transport
The following is a copy of the letter sent to Mrs Edwina
Hart, the Minister, by HoWLTA, together with the reply
received.
Dear Minister
I am writing on behalf of the Heart of Wales Line
Travellers Association (HoWLTA), which is the
rail user group supporting the Swansea –
Llandovery – Llandrindod – Shrewsbury rail
service. HoWLTA was formed in 1981 and
currently has approximately 1000 members, most
of whom live along the route. It is a funding
member of the Heart of Wales Line Forum.
Our members were delighted when you
announced your support for an improved
Mondays to Fridays service on the line to take
effect in May 2015. We will do our best to
promote this and ensure that as many people as
possible make use of it: indeed we are already
involved in planning relevant publicity.
HoWLTA sees the May 2015 service as a valuable
step towards a much more positive future for the
line, with the next stage being an even better
timetable and other improvements as a
requirement of the 2018 Wales & Borders rail
contract. We strongly believe that with carefully
directed investment the Heart of Wales Line
(HWL) can be instrumental in developing the
economy of the areas which it serves, where at
present inadequate public transport provision is a
major issue for local people, for example making
it difficult to travel to gain employment or to
attend business meetings.
Many of our aims for the development of the line
can be summed up as “more trains – better trains
– faster trains – serving the community”, and I
would like to explain our thinking on these points
in a little more detail:

More trains
To allow it to make a stronger contribution to the
economic and social needs of the areas served,
the line needs a train at least every two hours in
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each direction over the whole route, including on
Sundays, and running much later in the evening
than at present. Indeed, we suggest that every rail
line in Wales should have at least this level of
service in order to make sensible use of the
network. Currently, as you are aware, there are 4
to 5 hour gaps between trains on the HWL (with
only two trains each way on Sundays), while even
on weekdays the last trains leave Swansea and
Shrewsbury shortly after 18.00: overall this
makes the line very difficult to use for most
purposes.

Better trains
At present trains on the HWL are formed of class
153 or 150 diesel units. These are not air
conditioned and their heating is inadequate,
making them very cold and draughty. Moreover,
in the 153s in particular there is very little leg
room between many of the seats. The contrast
between these units and the class 158 and 175
trains used elsewhere on Wales’ long distance
routes is all too obvious. In addition, the current
trains do not have adequate storage facilities for
cycles etc, nor do they have wi-fi facilities.
Furthermore, the 153s have only one diesel
engine per unit, leading to problems when
engine failures occur a long way out from their
maintenance depot. In addition, only one train in
each direction (and then only for half of the
journey) has a buffet trolley. Overall, this situation
is completely unacceptable for passengers who
are often making lengthy cross-country journeys.
Consequently, we hope that your plans for the
next rail contract include new rolling stock for the
HWL, as we see this as the only sensible way to
provide trains which are fit for purpose. We point
to the success of the adjacent Cambrian, west
Wales and Marches lines which have trains of a
decent standard and have seen very significant
passenger growth.

Faster trains
At present the 120 mile journey from Swansea to
Shrewsbury takes at least 3h 45mins, and that
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from Llandrindod to Swansea (70 miles) takes
roughly 2h 25mins. We know from surveys and
from talking both to passengers and those who
currently do not use the line that this creates a
very negative impression. HoWLTA believes that
there is significant scope for cutting journey
times. Some ways in which this could be
achieved include:
ð use of new rolling stock with better
acceleration
ð revision of speed limits (most of which have
not been changed since the days of steam)
ð dealing with the many level crossings which
have severe speed restrictions because of the very
basic safety measures thereat
ð re-scheduling those trains which currently
have lengthy waits en route (for example in the
Llanelli/ Swansea area because of paths which
conflict with other services)
ð running any trains which are additional to
the existing level of service on a limited-stop basis,
calling only at the principal settlements (but
leaving the other halts with at least the service
levels which they have currently)

Bus – rail integration
We think that there is considerable scope for
improving connections between HWL trains and
bus services, making both modes more useful to
potential passengers. For example:
ð We would like to see better links between the
TrawsCymru service T4 (Cardiff – Newtown) at
Llandrindod, which would be of particular use to
passengers to/from Builth Wells trying to access
the rail service: this would be easier to achieve if
the HWL service was to be more frequent. In
addition, the T4 could be diverted north of
Llandrindod to link Rhayader with the HWL more
effectively, rather than running direct to/from
Newtown. Indeed it could run to Machynlleth
rather than Newtown, linking with rail services
there and TrawsCymru service T2 to Dolgellau
and beyond.
ð We suggest that a new TrawsCymru service
could be created running between Carmarthen
and Abergavenny via Brecon, effectively an
amalgamation of existing local bus routes and
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linking with the HWL at Llandovery/ Llandeilo
ð We understand that there are proposals to
extend the Bwcabus concept into east
Carmarthenshire: this would be very welcome, as
again it has the potential to improve links with
the HWL in the Tywi Valley
ð In addition, there is scope for better bus- rail
connections at (for example) Ammanford to link
the HWL with the Amman Valley and Cross
Hands areas and at Pontarddulais and Gowerton
to link with the north Gower
Overall, we would like to see the HWL and the
Cambrian/ Cambrian Coast lines marketed –
particularly for tourists – as one network with the
TrawsCymru routes
In conclusion, we greatly welcome the
announcement that the Welsh Government will
have control over the Wales & Borders rail
contract. This will allow you to create a much
more effective public transport network, which is
particularly necessary in rural mid Wales. With
regard specifically to the HWL, there is now the
opportunity to deal with the problems created by
the service specified in the 2003 franchise, with
its infrequent and inconvenient timetable,
inadequate rolling stock and poor journey times.
We would be glad to meet you to discuss these
matters further if you would find that helpful.

Kevin Knell, Chairman

22 December 2014

Dear Mr Knell,
Thank you for your letter...
I welcome your comments and suggestions. The
railway provides an important means of
connectivity to serve the needs of businesses,
people and communities and I am committed to
improving transport services in Mid Wales.
Cllr Mansel Williams, Chair of the AberystwythShrewsbury Railway Committee and Heart of
Wales Line Forum has coordinated work with
other rail interest groups to investigate the
demand for rail services. I understand that a
HoWLTA representative has a continuing
involvement in this, for which I am grateful.
I have now received the reports from both groups
and will meet each group to discuss their findings.
Edwina Hart
20 January 2015
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Along the Line....
HoWL on TV

Tom Clift Memorial

The Heart of Wales Line featured in a Two seats have been dedicated to Tom
television programme, "Great British Railway Clift's memory - one was installed and
Journeys", broadcast on Tuesday, 27th dedicated at Cardiff Queen Street Station
January at 6.30 pm.
on Monday, 15th December 2014 (see
This programme was the second in a series photo). The other seat was simply
of five programmes presented by Michael installed beneath the canopy on the
Portillo which charted a journey that he made downside platform at Llandrindod Wells
from Pembroke Dock to Cambridge. In the Station on 23rd January 2015. (See also
Tuesday programme, entitled "Swansea to
p. 8)
George Scarfe
Hereford", Mr. Portillo rode in the cab of a
diesel unit northwards
along the HoWL. The
programme, which was
recorded in August last
year, also features the
notable Aberglasney
house and gardens
situated near Llandeilo.
Two other programmes
in this series were also
of particular interest:
The first of the se "Pembroke Dock to
Swansea" (broadcast on
Monday 26th January) included a visit by Mr. Pictured are (left to right), Reverend Alan Thorpe, Olivia Clift, Ellie Clift and Reverend
Ron Keen
[Photo © Geraint Morgan]
Por t illo to the Gwili
Llangadog Station
Railway near Carmarthen.
The third programme - "Abergavenny to Our two aged Adopters are in a sort of limbo
Hanborough" (broadcast on Wednesday 28th at the moment as we have temporarily run
January) - included a visit to Big Pit National out of real work apart from sweeping up the
Coal Museum in Blaenavon. George Scarfe dead leaves. This may alter shortly as Arriva
have helpfully offered another free parcel of
bulbs and these need some work to get them
ADVERTISE HERE
in the ground in good time. Well done Arriva
- particularly Geraint Morgan our 'Stations
A 1/16th page advert like this costs just
Community Relations Manager - and just as I
£15 for one issue (or £40 for a year).
was about to hand this narrative over to the
See page 27 for full advertising rates.
editor - the postman arrived with all the tulip
HoWLTA Newsletter
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and daffodil bulbs from Parker's nursery.
It is with regret that we record here that
Eileen's husband Wyn recently passed away
after a long and disabling illness. Wyn and
Eileen had been looking after Llangadog
station for many years and in fact started way
before Arriva arrived, and the Adopters scheme
began. Over the last few years Wyn has not
been able to help out at the station and Eileen
and I have beavered away doing the work
between us.
Wyn had been a member of HoWLTA for
twenty two years with an enthusiastic and
knowledgeable interest in the history and
fortunes of the Central Wales Line and our
little station.
Dennis Harrison
Assistant Adopter

Royal Train

The accompanying photos (above and on the
opposite page) show the work which is being
carried out at Penybont Station.
The original photos date back to September
2007 when we started working there as
adopters, since then our team has grown and
we have a small but hard working and
supportive team at Penybont now. The latest
photos were taken this month (January
2015).
Donations of plants or garden tools are
always gratefully received; new team members
are also welcome.
Sue Cooke, Station Adopter
(suecooke22@gmail.com)

[Photo © Gill Wright]

On Friday 12th December HRH the
Prince of Wales came to Llandovery by
train. Cafe volunteers were very happy
to have the opportunity to have a quick
word before he got in his car to go to
his home in Myddfai for the weekend
ready for his appointment on the Monday
morning to open the new Nursery at
Llandovery College.
The train then went north and the picture
was taken at the LED lit Cynghordy
station.
Gill Wright
6

If your club or organisation would
like to enjoy a talk/slide show
about the
Heart of Wales Line, then call

Tony Birdwood
on 01550 777344 or 07852 115390
or email
anthony.birdwood@btinternet.com
member of the Heart of Wales Line Travellers’ Association
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[Photos © Sue Cooke]

New Ramp at
Pontardulais
Train crew inspecting the
almost complete raised
platform sect ion at
Pontarddulais on 19th Jan.
Similar arrangements are
to be made at Llangennech. Pontarddulais is a
favourite station for local
walking groups to start
their days out.
David Edwards
HoWLTA Newsletter

[Photo © David Edwards]
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Tom Clift Remembered
Tom Clift, who died suddenly in September
2012 at the early age of 58, was described
at the time as “one of the most respected
railwaymen in the industry”. He occupied
many senior positions in the rail industry
during a career spanning 40 years. Tom
was Operations & Managing Director Valley
Lines from 1994 to 2001. He was very well
regarded by his staff and was always seen
to be leading ‘from the front’. He was also
a champion of
passengers. On
his train journeys
to work, he would
spend h is t ime
talking
to
passengers and
noting their views
and concerns.
On the Heart of
Wale s Line, we
remember him
par t icularly as
Vice Chairman of HoWLTA and recall the
many initiatives which he took to promote
the Line. He was also a familiar figure on
steam hauled char ter trains and was
frequently to be seen assisting on the
footplate of a steam locomotive as it entered
Llandrindod Wells Station.
A good gathering of former colleagues and
friends assembled on a rather dull Monday
15th December 2014 to see Tom Clift’s
family, wife Olivia and daughter Ellie, unveil
a seat on Platform 4 of Cardiff Queen Street
station in his memory in a very simple
ceremony.
His sudden death had stunned not only the
railway world but his many friends. Jeremy
8

Whitaker, formerly of Wales & the West
and Wales & the Borders, paid tribute to
Tom’s work in many different fields and to
his deep knowledge and understanding of
railway matters that had made him a
railwayman’s railwayman. The railway
chaplains added further reminiscences of
Tom’s railway work and this was followed
by a blessing before the seat was unveiled.
The seat is a reproduction based on an early
20th
centur y
Great We stern
Railway de sign.
The commemorat ive plaque
attached to it is in
the form of a
British Railways
‘double sausage’
totem sign.
On Friday 23rd
[Photo © Brian Dotson]
January 2015 a
fur ther seat in
Tom’s memory was installed by Arriva
Trains Wales on the downside platform at
Llandrindod Wells Station.
Three members of Tom’s family from
Howey visited Llandrindod Wells Station
on the morning that the seat was installed
there and to mark the event a photograph
of them all sitting on the seat was taken by
Geraint Morgan, Communit y Affairs
Manager of Arriva Trains Wales. our thanks
go to him for making the arrangements.
[Editor : This item was compiled from
separate reports submitted by George
Scarfe and Brian Dotson. See also p.5]
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Charter Tr
ain Ne
ws for 2015
Train
News
Special charter trains due to run over
the HoWL during 2015
Saturday 25th April - The Heart of Wales
will be diesel-hauled from Chesterfield to Cardiff
(Pengam Yard), from there two LMS ‘Black Five’ 46-0s, Nos. 44871 and 45407 will work it to
Llandrindod Wells [arr. 13.30, dep. 16.40] and on
to Shrewsbury where a diesel will return the train to
its starting point. Organised by Railway Touring Co.
Saturday 16th May - The HoW Explorer to
be hauled by DRS Class 57/3 diesel from Tame
Bridge Parkway (near Bescot, Walsall) running
southwards via Cheltenham Spa and Bristol Parkway
to Cardiff Central and returning northwards via the
Hear t of Wale s Line, Shrewsbur y and
Wolverhampton. Organised by Pathfinder Tours.
Sunday 7th June - HoW Scenic Rambler
possibly hauled by 1/2 Class 47 diesels from Durham
running southwards via Sheffield, Birmingham New
Street and Gloucester to Cardiff Central and returning
northwards via the Heart of Wales Line, Shrewsbury,
Crewe, Stockport and Huddersfield. This excursion
is unusual for the considerable length of the journey
involved and for the fact that it will be running on a
Sunday. Organised by Compass by West Coast
Railways.
Saturday 20th June - HoW Rambler possibly
hauled by DB Schenker Class 66 diesel from Exeter
St. David's running northwards via Bristol Temple
Meads, Newport and Hereford to Shrewsbury and
returning southwards via Craven Arms, the Heart
of Wales LIne, the Swansea District Line and the
South Wales Main Line back to Newport and southwest England. Organised by Pathfinder Tours.
Wednesday 24th June - HoW Scenic
Rambler possibly hauled by 1/2 Class 47 diesels
from Blackpool North running southwards via
Warrington Bank Quay, Crewe, Shrewsbury,
Craven Arms, the Heart of Wales Line, the Swansea
District Line and the South Wales Main Line to
Cardiff Central, returning north via Newport,
Hereford and Craven Arms. Organised by Compass
by West Coast Railways.
Wednesday 2nd September - HoW Scenic
Rambler possibly hauled by 1/2 Class 47 diesels
from Leeds running southwards via Hebden Bridge,
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No. 44871 hauling a 2014 steam charter at Sugar Loaf.
[Photo © Peter Joyce]
Blackburn, Warrington Bank Quay, Crewe,
Shrewsbury, Craven Arms, the Heart of Wales Line,
the Swansea District Line and the South Wales Main
Line to Cardiff Central, returning north via Newport,
Hereford and Craven Arms. Organised by Compass
by West Coast Railways.
Friday 16th October - HoW Scenic Rambler
possibly hauled by 1/2 Class 47 diesels from Watford
Junction running northwards via Northampton,
Rugby, Nuneaton, Walsall and Wolverhampton to
Shrewsbury and then south via Craven Arms, the
Heart of Wales Line, the Swansea District Line and
the South Wales Main Line to Cardiff Central,
returning via Newport, Bristol Parkway and Reading.
Organised by Compass by West Coast Railways.
Please note the steam hauled train forming the third
leg of the 9 day 'The Great Britain VIII' Railtour on
30th April will not now use the HoWL.
Further charter trains may be announced later this
year - a significant year for the Heart of Wales Line,
marking the 150th anniversary of the formal opening
of the railway between Knighton and Llandrindod
Wells by the Central Wales Railway Company (on
10th October 1865).
[Compiled from information provided by George Scarfe ]
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BCRS Trips on the Centr
al W
ales Line
Central
Wales
(aka Heart of Wales Line)
Personally I think changes of name are a
modern fad. The line from Shrewsbury to
Swansea, with its various changes over the
years was known as the Central Wales Line
until the other name was introduced as a
marketing ploy.
The BCRS (aka Bishop’s Castle Railway
Society) was formed, after some months of
discussion, in 1989. In that same year we
managed our first society trip – to the Severn
Valley Railway – and our first gesture of
support for the oft-threatened Central Wales
Line. We haven’t missed a single year since,
so this year’s was our 25th. With one
exception (described below) they have taken
place around the longest day or else at the
beginning of June and most have been on a
Friday. One year we managed to coincide
with half term week. Since the line serves
Bedstone school, that probably contributed
to the fact that on this underused line some
of us had to stand all the way to Llandrindod.
For the first few years the trains crossed at
Llandrindod. We would arrive at Llandrindod,
cross over the bridge and within minutes
commence our return journey. Some of us
would take bottles of wine to drink on the
train. They were always kept for the return
journey.

ADVERTISE HERE

A 1/8th page advert like this
costs just £25 for one issue (or
£70 for a year).
See page 27 for full advertising rates.
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The aim of these trips being to support an
existing rail service, I have always encouraged
people to board the train at their nearest or
most convenient station. For those who, like
us, come from further afield a starting point
has been suggested. Thus the first trip ‘started
from’ Craven Arms, but some travelled on
the train from Shrewsbury or Church
Stretton, while others joined us later at
Broome, Hopton Heath or Bucknell.
The second trip – 1990 – was one of only
two that I have missed, since we had a prior
engagement (also involving a train trip). We
had decided to vary things and give a boost
to Broome station by naming that as our
‘start point’. By report no fewer than 35
members – or maybe some were nonmembers, there has never been any restriction
– boarded the train at Broome. I’m told that
the conductor could hardly believe his eyes!
We continued in this way for a year or two,
starting at Craven Arms or Broome and
having the immediate turn-around at
Llandrindod. Then the running arrangements
on the line changed and the trains started
crossing at Llanwrtyd Wells. This suited us
well, because we (or most of us) could have
an hour in the Llanerch Inn, which is situated
only a short walk away from the station. It
also serves a selection of real ales. Rail
enthusiasm and a liking for ‘proper’ beer are
two of those things that seem to go together.
It’s one reason why we’ve sometimes
arranged an extra museum opening during
the Bishop’s Castle beer festival.
Much of this article is being put together
from memory so I can’t vouch for the order
of events in some cases for which I didn’t
keep a record. We did do an extended trip to
HoWLTA Newsletter

The Future
Our recent trips, for some
years now, have followed the
same pattern. The ‘start’
station has been Craven
Arms, with some boarding
the train at their nearest
station. They have been on
a Friday, either near the
longest day or ‘first Friday’.
They have been enjoyable if
The 153 used for the first part of our latest trip.
[Photo © Keith Lewis] rather “we happy few”, the
Llandovery one year on a Saturday and even numbers being usually up to ten but
incorporated the idea that members could approached twenty on one occasion not
travel on different trains. Some of us caught very long ago.
the second down train, at least one other In other words, if we wish we can keep to
the third. The total number was small the settled formula. However some of us have
unfor tunately, probably because some discussed the possibility of trying a change
members had work or other activities on the next year, since most of the regulars are retired
Saturday morning. This trip was possibly or could take a Saturday off, then another
before the altered timetable in order to give daytime trip could be considered.
us some time at the destination.
The most radical idea suggested was to take
Some, on reading this, might object that the a whole day and do a circuit – Central Wales
trip did not take place one year. It is true Line to Swansea, Marches Line thereafter to
that some of us were awaiting the train at return. Even the Central Wales Line to
Craven Arms (and other stations) - in the Swansea and return has been suggested but
days before the installation of the monitors with the small number of trains and the long
and public address systems – when, several end-to-end time it would mean a long day.
minutes late, a bus rolled up. I believe a driver
These ideas may not find favour with
had fallen ill or something like that and there
everyone, so a return trip to Llandovery or
wasn’t a replacement available. We decided
possibly Llanelli is more likely. Feedback will
not to go. A bus trip is not the same as a
be most welcome – please! Keith Lucas
train trip. For a start a bus is slower and the
timing wouldn’t have worked. This must have [Editor : This article was originally published in
been after the timetable change and we had the BCRS journal, and is reproduced here with
grown used to our hour in the pub. Travelling the editor’s approval. Any other regular trips by
for an hour on a bus with an immediate turn readers?]
around doesn’t have the same appeal as our
earlier train trips.
RAILWAY BOOKS
(Bought & Sold)
However the train trip did take place. About
Over 4000 listed on my website
a month later four of us did the journey,
www.nigelbirdbooks.co.uk
Craven Arms to Llandrindod, an hour in the
telephone 01974 821281
Llanerch Inn and return.
HoWLTA Newsletter
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The Brickman
Amongst my heroes in life are those who
fought to keep their rail line open when it
was in danger or faced with closure. When
any railway is proposed for closure there are
only two options: It closes or stays open.
There is no half way house. Fighting for a
railway can take many forms and needs
strong leadership, stamina and determination.
There were those who stuck their heads
above the parapet and fought for the cause
like John Rogers, leader of the Cambrian
Coast Line Action Group and Ron Cotton
who opened stations and put on more
services when he was supposed to be closing
the Settle and Carlisle. There are those who
kept their head below the parapet like
Reginald Dawson, Government Civil Servant,
who fought behind the scenes to keep the
Cambrian Lines open whilst his professional
colleagues were trying to close them. There
were those who realised something different
was needed to publicise their railway. Graham
Nut tal l and his dog Ruswar p made the
headlines when the Settle to Carlisle was
up for closure as his dog was a fare paying
passenger and therefore could object to the
closure (Graham was also a supporter of the
Heart of Wales Line). Teacher David Lloyd,
realising the Chester to Shrewsbury Line was
in danger got his schoolgirls to re-open the
Booking Office at Gobowen Station and
campaign to re-open local stations. This
brought nat ionw ide publicit y.
Some
campaigners had difficult wickets to bat on.
John Hobbs and his colleagues from the
North Cheshire Rail Users Group have done
their best to keep the Halton curve open
from Frodsham to Runcorn which has just
one train per week in the summer timetable.
Suburban railways which do not have the
spectacular scenery of lines such as the Settle
Carlisle are much harder to defend but
brought out equally determined people.
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Graham Tol liday of the Wrexham to
Birkenhead Rail Users fought hard to promote
the Wrexham to Bidston line and Mr
Prendergast fought a rearguard action in the
1960s/early 1970s to delay for a number of
years the closure of the Liverpool Central to
Gateacre Line.
It is impor ta nt to realise that al l t he
personalities named had suppor ters who
worked hard out of the limelight to keep their
campaigns going. Alec Prior of Knighton did
his be st to encourage people to use the
railway and, to ensure they did, he offered to
travel to staffed stations to obtain tickets for
people who otherwise would have gone by
road. The Heart of Wales Line has lived
dangerously on several occasions when put
up for closure. Just because it traversed a
number of marginal constituencies was not
enough to keep it open. There had to be a
demand by the rail users to justify a reprieve.
When the TUCC met in May 1968 at
Llandrindod Wells to determine the fate of
the Central Wales Line as it was then, it was
important that the protestors knew their
facts. For example it was announced that
the line was Passenger only when in fact a
Class 37 locomotive worked the local freight
train to Llandrindod Wells. Apparently over
200 people protested against the closure
citing poor alternative transport. Just as on
other lines this did not seem to those present
to move the attitude of the members of the
TUCC.
Besides well known rail campaigners and
personalities, there are some unexpected
people who make a dramatic impact.
Stephen Smith who then lived in the
Llandovery area travelled with a group of
like minded school friends on a strengthened
unit to at tend the TUCC hearing. In a
revealing article in the July 2014 issue of
Steam World magazine he wrote about the
man who he believed really changed the
proceedings and swayed t he commit tee
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members against closure. He was a worker
at Cynghordy Brick Works. Apparently at
one time, the products of Cynghordy Brick
Works were the finest in the Kingdom. The
‘Brickman’ who had a large family depended
on the railway to get to and from work and
if the line closed he would lose his job and,
because of his age, be unlikely to find other
work - never mind the isolation of his family.
He made a passionate appeal to save the
line in front of the committee as in the words
of Stephen ‘closure would bring social
hardship and private catastrophe’. He spoke
with a power and conviction that no one
could match - a natural orator making a last
desperate stand. Cometh the Hour, Cometh
the Man. His testimony really brought home
to the committee members the meaning of
social hardship. He was roundly applauded
and Stephen thought this was the tipping
poi nt t hat swayed the commit tee to
recommend keeping the line open.
Unfortunately his name has been forgotten.
However, Stephen feels that at 2.30pm on
18th May 2018 something should be done to
remember the passionate appeal of the
‘Brickman’ and a steam special should run at
that time with long blasts of the whistle as it
passes Cynghordy Station.
I have a challenge to members of HoWLTA.
Even though much water has passed under
the bridge since 1968, someone somewhere
must know the ‘Brickman’s’ name and also
the details of that day are somewhere in Mid
Wales. For example a record of the objectors
to the closure of the Ruabon to Barmouth
line is in Dolgellau Record Office. Would
someone tr y to find out the truth of that
hearing as it would be a valuable asset to
HoWLTA’s archives if we knew who he was.
I feel strongly that those who helped save a
railway should be remembered as an
inspiration to others if ever there are future
closures.
Chris Magner
Do your best members.
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I Spy at Pantyffynnon
Those of us of a certain age will doubtless
remember the I Spy books of the 1950/
60s – certainly they were excellent training
in observation of one’s surroundings.
Needless to say my favourite booklet was
I Spy on a Train Journey and I think the
photos on pages 12-13 may be the result
of my ‘training’.
1. Pantyffynnon’s ‘up’ starting signal in
need of a bit of tlc.
2. The brass key inserted into the gate
posts which act as a ground frame at
Pant yff ynnon Crossing. The se are
interlocked with the signals either side of
the crossing so it would not be possible
for the signalman to clear the signals for a
train if the gates were open to the road.
3. Speed restriction sign just north of
Pantyff ynnon Crossing. The three
maximum speeds top to bottom are for
--Locomotive hauled freight trains
--Locomotive hauled passenger trains
--Multiple Units (MU) – ie the HoWL’s bread
and butter.
4. Pantyffynnon Station – general view
looking north showing station building and
the Gwaun Cae Gurwen freight branch and
former locomotive sidings on the right.
5. Pantyffynnon station building is currently
in the midst of a major refurbishment and
is covered in scaffolding as No. 153323
departs forming the 13.14 Swansea –
Shrewsbury service.
The Grade II listed building dates from
1857 and is one of the few I. K. Brunel
‘chalet design’ structures remaining on the
railway network. Funding for the project
has come from Network Rail and the
Railway Heritage Trust.
All photos taken by Stephen Miles in
November 2014 or January 2015 (#5).
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[All photos © Stephen Miles
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Post Bag

rummaging through a load of obsolete car
parts in the garage, we found a suitable
hose and fitted it to the engine of the train,
and, having taken a step ladder and several
containers of water with us, we refilled the
cooling system - if memory serves, we
emptied about 50 gallons of water into the

Running Repairs and
other matters
I have just been reading the
latest Newsletter - full of
interesting stuff, as usual!!
I remember back in the early
90s when I was working at a
garage outside Llandeilo, the
guard of a service train
appeared and told us that the
Swansea bound train he was
on had used up all its engine
[Photos © Tony Birdwood]

system!! In the meantime, all
the passengers had been
taken off the train and
"bussed" down to Llanelli and
Swansea. Of course, being a
business, we had to send a
bill to the railway company but at least the engine wasn't
destroyed.
Another matter: the images
of the Class 20s reminds me
coolant, including the reserve which was fed
from the WC water supply!! Myself and a
mechanic went down to investigate the
problem - the train was on a bend on the
section between Ffairfach and the disused
station at Derwydd, and the cooling system
including the filler was on the high side of
the train. We diagnosed the problem to a
perished coolant hose on the engine. After
16

of the day, back in 1987, when I chased the
Pathfinder Tours Class 20 hauled excursion
to get photographs. The then line manager,
John Davies, was also out taking
photographs - it was quite a sight as you
can see from the attached photos.
Tony Birdwood
Llanwrda
HoWLTA Newsletter

Heart of Wales Line in WW2
Do any readers have any information about
the food storage Nissan huts near Llangadog and Llandovery stations?
I have been searching on-line for information regarding the HoWL during WW2 and
can’t find anything, so whatever readers
can come up with would be helpful.
For instance...
ñ When were the huts built?
ñ Who built them - was it the Ministry of
Supply or whoever?
ñ What were they used for?
ñ Why were they built in these rural
areas?
ñ If they were for food storage, who were
they feeding?
ñ Are there any other examples?
ñ What has been their recent history?
For that matter, does anyone know how
the line was used during the war years?
David Llewelyn
[Editor : If any of our readers have any
direct memories, anecdotal information or
historical facts to contribute about these
huts or about the HoWL generally during
the war years, we may be able to compile
some interesting articles for future
issues.]

Heart of Wales Circular Day
Ranger tickets
Having overheard a passenger having
difficulty purchasing one of the Heart of
Wales Circular Day Ranger tickets on the
train I asked Arriva colleagues to
investigate.
Apparently the machine's menu is somewhat Byzantine and if you don't know
exactly what you are looking for it can be
hard to find. (It's less of a problem at a
staffed booking office).
HoWLTA Newsletter

So please note - and pass on - that if you
want to buy one it is helpful to be able to
quote to the conductor the code: HWE
David Edwards, Llangennech

Unfair Fares?
Whilst travelling between Llandeilo and
Llanwrtyd Wells, handing out Traveline
Cymru pass holders and ball pens to
passengers, on the HoWL this morning, I
was approached by a lady (a bus pass
holder) on the train travelling from
Llandeilo to Manchester, via Shrewsbury.
She had purchased a single ticket costing
£18.80 - if she had used her bus pass for
free travel as far as Shrewsbury her ticket
from Shrewsbury to Manchester alone
would have cost £24.60, almost £6 more!
Should we conclude that there is no point
using one’s bus pass on HoWL if there is
forward travel beyond Shrewsbury?
Can this be explained to me - the on-board
conductor had no idea, that was the fare
that came up on his ticket machine.
Hywel Jones, Llanwrda
(Bus Users’ Cymru Rep,
Carmarthenshire)

Letters for possible inclusion on the Post Bag
pages can either be posted to me at Twin
Oaks, Castle Close, Llangadog SA19 9AH
or emailed to psberry@tiscali.co.uk
Your letter, if selected for publication,
may be subject to editing.
Please include your full
address, although this
will not usually be
published.
Peter Berry
17

Heart of Wales Line
Walk No 8
A circular walk anticlockwise from
Llandybie Rail Station.
Fields and woods with
wide views.
4 miles (6½ km) - 2½ hours. OS
Explorer Map No SN 178 Llanelli and
Amanford.
[Please note there are very few waymarks on this route]
At the station car park (GR 620155)
walk back to the road, turn right uphill
and to the first lane on your right (GR
621156). Climb the stile at the end of
the lane on the left and uphill through
four stiles with two small woods on your
right to the top1 of the hill then down to
a footbridge on the left. Cross and walk
two fields with the hedges on the left to
a second footbridge at Llangwyddfan
farm (GR 628152).
After this bridge turn right on the track,
bear left. and then immediately right over
a cattle grid and a hidden stile. Before
the house cross the stile and go left
uphill, heading for electricity posts. Then
right to the field corner. Over the hill and
field gates. Down to Glynhir road (GR
635138) and left downhill to the entrance
to Glynhir Mansion2 (GR 640143) (the
manor and the waterfall are private).
Walk into the entrance, then immediately
left and, in 20 metres, to a path on the
18

right and a gate on the left. Cross the
field downhill into woodland and a bridge
across the River Loughor / Afon
Llwchwr3 (GR 641144). Keep along the
river through a gate and left to another
bridge (GR 643148). Turn left after the
bridge and up hill past Glynhir Mill and
straight on at the road junction into
woodland. This is the track to Caeglas
Farm. At the first bend go right onto a
byway across a small ford and up hill to
Kings Road (approx1km) (GR 633168).
Follow the road down hill back to the
start at the rail crossing.
Notes :
1. The views from here are very encompassing. To the north are the Llandybie
limestone quarries and the Carmel
Woods nature reserve .To the south and
south east lies the Black Mountain.
2. The mansion and the waterfalls on
the Llwchwr are private. The history of
the mansion is fascinating. Owned by
the Welsh Powell family prior to 1770,
the estate was bought by a French
Huguenot, Peter Du Buisson, for £3000.
When fleeing persecution in France he
was detained in Carmarthenshire by
bad weather en route to Ireland, and
was so charmed by the beauty of the
estate that he bought it. His son
Williams inherited it, improved it,
growing wheat, barley, oats and hay.
HoWLTA Newsletter
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His wife founded a girls school and
rebuilt two local churches. William’s
two nephews stayed with him and,
when they were recalled to serve in the
army, they took several carrier pigeons
with them. These flew home to Glynhir
with the news of the English victory at
Waterloo. Thus Glynhir was the first
place in Britain to learn about the
victory.
3. The river Loughor or Llwchwr rises in
an underground lake and issues out of
a cave called Llygad Llwchwr (the eye
of the Llwchwr).
Walks are designed by the Dinefwr
Group of Ramblers Cymru by Geoff
Williams (tel. 01558-822960).
HoWLTA Newsletter
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NEWS FR
OM THE HEAR
T OF
FROM
HEART
WALES LINE FOR
UM
FORUM
Marking time while making
plans…..
…is a good way to summarise our current
situation. Since the last Newsletter the
Forum has, as required, submitted two
repor t s to Mrs Edw ina Har t, Welsh
Government Minister for the Economy,
Science and Transport. Both reports were
ent itled ‘Unlocking Mid Wale s’, and
focussed on ‘how making better use of the
Hear t of Wale s Li ne w il l help the
regeneration of Mid Wales society and the
rural economy’
A technical report had been commissoned
from transport consultants Aecom, and the
other was written by us and set the Aecom
report in context whilst also adding the
results of our own work on infrastructure
enhancement, the need for the removal of
lineside vegetation, and other matters.
We have been given the opportunity to
discuss our findings with the Minister on
2nd February, so by the time you read this
we will know her response, which will be
summarised below (see stop press
section).
Mrs Hart has already agreed to fund modest
improvements to our service from May
2015. What we have submitted to her sets
out our proposals for the way in which we
envisage the line being used and managed
after the 2018 franchise renewal. If she
agrees, these ideas will form part of the
Prospectus and Invitation to Tender for those
bidding for the franchise.
20

Making best use of the new 2015
service
Rail industry lead times being what they
are, we are not able to publicise the May
timetable yet, as it has not been ‘validated’.
However it is safe to say that it is intended
to make commuting to work easier at both
ends of the line. It will make tourism visits
more convenient and, overall, there are more
journey opportunities. The Forum is also
working to encourage the inter availability
of tickets between X13 bus and rail at the
Swansea end of the line.
As soon as the timetable has been validated
(in February, we are told), we will be
arranging to publicise it and HoWLTA
members are asked to do anything they can
to help with this.
Social Enterprise and the line
When commissioning the Aecom report we
asked them to look at ways of ensuring that
the railway was fully engaged with local
businesses and enterprises concerned with
economic and social regeneration. In
response, they pointed to the success of
the Set tle and Carlisle line and it s
Development Company, who have taken a
number of initiatives that have encouraged
use of the line. At the same time they have
generated local employment and brought
money into the local economy. In our case
we already have the successful tearoom and
community centre at Llandovery and are
working to extend such activities. Arriva
have told us that they are happy to examine
HoWLTA Newsletter
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ways in which rail related, paid-for activities
might be undertaken at a centre along the
route, and we are working with them on
this.
The Forum is holding an event at the end
of February to examine how to take Social
Enterprise ideas forward between now and
2018 so that we are ‘up and running’ when
the new franchise is implemented.

L i n e s i d e
vegetation
The overabundance of
view-blocking foliage is
a recurring problem for
us and we are using a
small amount of the
funding from Welsh
Government to commission Network Rail to
remove it close to the
spectacular Cyghordy
viaduct.
Raised platforms
Pontarddulais now has a
raised platform section
and at t he t ime of
writing similar work has
started at Llangennech
Devegging near Llandovery.
(see p. 7). At both
places the height of the track has been
raised, partly because of flood avoidance
measures, and this had made it very hard
to access trains. We hope that the improved
access will encourage more people to use
the line, particularly when the new timetable
is in operation.
The Value of Community Rail
As a Community Rail Partnership, the
Forum works closely with others through
HoWLTA Newsletter

the Associat ion of Communit y Rail
Par tnerships (ACoRP). A ne w study
evaluating the benefits of community rail
is about to be published and by the time
you read this newsletter you will be able to
access the report – which is very positive –
by visiting www.acorp.uk.com. More about
this in the next edition.

Station gardens
Gill Wright is working
w ith indiv iduals and
groups along the line to
bring together the
excellent work that
already marks out the
line as worth visiting for
its station gardens alone!
Later in the year she,
together with Geraint
Morgan of Arriva - who
looks after their station
adoption scheme - plans
to launch development
plans for the year. She’s
also planning to raise
plants from seed, which
will be available for use
along the line.
David Edwards
[Photo © Network Rail]

ST
OP PRESS
STOP
***Cardiff, Feb 2nd 2015***
Minister Mrs Edwina Hart today
accepted Forum report with
recommendations for 2018 Heart of
Wales Franchise specification.
For details see www.heart-ofwales.co.uk and next Newsletter.
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Heart of W
ales Line Tr
av
ellers’
Wales
Trav
avellers’
Associa
tion –––– HoWL
TA
Association
HoWLT
Officials
President
Vice-Presidents

Professor Stuart Cole CBE
Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth
Peter Black AM
Martin Caton MP
Byron Davies AM
Keith Davies AM
Philip Dunne MP
Nia Griffith MP
Julie James AM
Bethan Jenkins AM
Eluned Morgan MEP
Rhodri Glyn Thomas AM
Joyce Watson AM
Roger Williams MP

Lord Berkeley of Knighton
Alun Cairns AM
Alun Davies AM
Geraint Davies MP
Suzy Davies AM
Jonathan Edwards MP
Mike Hedges AM
Sian James MP
Daniel Kawczynski MP
William Powell AM
Simon Thomas AM
Kirsty Williams AM

Committee Members
Chairman :
Kevin Knell, Llandrindod Wells (kcknell53@talktalk.net)
Vice Chairman : Mike Watson, Swansea (alunwatson@hotmail.com)
Secretary :
vacancy
Membership Secretary : Nigel Bird (nigelbird.books@virgin.net)
Treasurer :
Ray Trend (rtrend@btinternet.com)
Minutes Sec :
Mike Watson, Swansea (alunwatson@hotmail.com)
Newsletter Editor : Peter Berry, Llangadog (01550-777980; psberry@tiscali.co.uk)
Publicity Co-ordinator :
David Edwards, Llangennech (david.edwards5@which.net)
Committee
Ray Davies, Bucknell (01547-530443)
Members :
Brian Dotson, Llandrindod (01597-824408; brian@dotson.fsnet.co.uk)
Len Elliot, Beulah (maesywawr@btopenworld.com)
Chris Horrocks, Church Stretton (chris@jhorrocks.go-plus.net)
Gwyn Irvine, Llandybie (moira.hamm@btinternet.com)
Rex Lloyd, Swansea (01792-580324)
Roger Price, Llanelli (01554-750045; roger@cambro-norman.com)
George Scarfe, Llandrindod Wells (01597-822524; georgescarfe357@btinternet.com)
Gill Wright, Cynghordy (01550-750261; gillwright.glandwr@gmail.com)

NEW ADDRESS for Correspondence :
HoWLTA, c/o The Crossing House, Dolau, Llandrindod Wells LD1 5TG
HoWLTA is affiliated to Railfuture and Better Transport
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Chairman’s Chat....
Firstly I would like to take this opportunity
to wish you all Happy New Year.
Those of you that are old enough will
remember the great Elvis Presley. Apart
from his singing, he was famous for
shooting the television when he didn’t agree
with what was on. Thankfully, Santa didn’t
bring me a gun for Christmas or we would
be shopping for a new TV in the January
sales.
I am referring to Network rail director of
operations‘ statement about the failure of
completion of work over the Christmas
holidays. He stated that “we cannot shut
down the railway for maintance work” but
that is exactly what happened. I know that
engineering works can and do over run. But
it’s what steps you put into place if this
happens. So what did network rail do? Told
everybody to turn up at Finsbury Park and
the chaos this caused. The reason for the
over run was that the wrong equipment was
sent to the site. You cannot blame one
person for what happened but the buck has
to stop somewhere and the director has lost
his job.
Of course, we cannot blame the lack of
investment or the bad decision made on
behalf of the railways, but we can perhaps
put things right in the future. So could the
Welsh Government re-nationalise the
railway? Probably not, but the possibility
of a company that doesn’t receive £170m
subsidy every year but reinvests all its profits
back into the railways, would possibly be a
good starting point. Whatever the decision
or road the Welsh Government decides to
HoWLTA Newsletter

take, we now
have the best
oppor tunity
that we have
had in a long
time to put
things right.

[Photo © Peter Berry]

On other matters, I recently went to view
the Mid Wales Joint Local Transport Plan
that was staged at the County council
offices. The only thing that was wrong with
the plan is that it does not cover anything
about Rail. Apparently, the authors of the
document were explicitly told by the Welsh
Government that they could not comment
on any rail matters. If you want to view the
plan, it is available at www.tracc.gov.uk.
I have also attended several meetings of the
Llandrindod Wells & Area Chamber of
Trade & Tourism who are looking to organise
a bike festival on 17th_19th July around
the Llandrindod Wells area. This group are
very active and it should be a good event.
If anybody has any cycling experience or
wants to get involved, let me know and I
will pass on your details.
This year sees the 150th anniversary of the
official opening of the railway between
Knighton and Llandrindod Wells. A local
group are planning an event to celebrate it
and if you would like to help on the day or
get involved, then please get in touch with
George Scarfe or myself.
Kevin Knell
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HoWLTA Membership
What’s in it for you?
This newslet ter brings with it your
invitation to renew your membership (due
1st March), to try your luck in our 200
Club draw, and, if you feel generous,
make a donation to assist with our aims.
Ray Trend (our Treasurer) and I thought
it would be a good opportunity to list
some of the details and benefits that
membership of HoWLTA brings.
Firstly, all membership fees are due
annually on 1st March, so even if you
are late paying your subscription it will
still be due on March 1st. In fact if you
don’t renew promptly you will not receive
further newsletters as we have to ensure
that our funds are well spent, which does
not include mailing out newsletters to
members who have not renewed. This
may sound harsh but printing and
postage costs are very high now and we
cannot afford to waste our precious
resources.
Our subscriptions offer tremendous
value; you will receive 4 copies of our
newsletter, have the chance to attend
the AGM and know that you are
supporting the promotion and retention
of “our” line. You might even be tempted
to help with our activities!
However, we would ask you not to pay
for more than one year’s subscription at
any one t ime as this can cause
administrat ion difficult ie s when
subscriptions rates increase. If you have
24

money to spare please make a donation
when renewing.

So renew your subscriptions
promptly please.
Our 200 club costs just £5 per number
(you can have as many numbers as you
wish). All numbers are entered into a
monthly draw, where the prizes are 1 x
£20, 1 x £15 and 3 x £10, then in
February each year the big draw takes
place with prizes of 1 x £100, 1 x £50
and 3 x £25. All numbers are entered
into the April to March draws (12 in all)
and then fall due for renewal. So if you
join the club later than the end of March,
you have fewer chances of winning.

So buy your 200 club numbers
early to have more chances of
winning.
Paid up HoWLTA members are also
entitled to buy a Heart of Wales Line
Railcard, this costs just £5 and offers
at least a third off all individual Standard
Class rail fares on the line. Cardholders
may take up to two children (under 16)
at £2 each.
Cards can be bought from Llandrindod
Wells booking office (tel 01597-822053
for more details).
I hope this explains and clarifies the
benefits of being a HoWLTA member.
Nigel Bird
Membership Secretary.
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Ne
ws from the Associa
tion
News
Association
Membership Matters
200 Club - HOWLTA’s Monthly Draw
We have 391 members, the latest winners
are :
November 2014
282 J Lloyd, Builth Road
254 A Tweed, Llandod ...
281 P Claes, Shrewsbury
94
K Lloyd, Carmarthen
53
R G Edwards, Abingdon

...
...
...
...
...

...
...
...
...
...

£20
£15
£10
£10
£10

...
...
...
...
...

...
...
...
...
...

£20
£15
£10
£10
£10

...
...
...
...
...

...
...
...
...
...

£20
£15
£20
£10
£10

December 2014
224
32
375
199
48

L A Davies, Brecon
P Joyce, Hay on Wye
J Lewis, Ilford
...
S Lafferty, London
Mrs. Edwards, Swansea

January 2015
14
C Horrocks, London
33
R D Kingston, Chorley
124 E A Stephens, Llandeilo
38
C A Price, Bucknell
384 W A Francis, Llandod

Congratulations to our latest winners!
All 200 club and membership subs are be due
for renewal on 1st March 2015. An invitation
to renew is enclosed. Please do so promptly
to ensure you do not miss out on future

Address for Correspondence :
HoWLTA, c/o The Crossing House,
Dolau, Llandrindod Wells LD1 5TG

newsletters and to have more chances of
winning in our 200 club draw. Let’s see if we
can get 400 in our 200 club (!).
All 200 club draws commence with the April
draw and end with the March draw.
Nigel Bird, Membership Secretary.

Next Committee Meeting
Saturday, 18th April 2015. Starts at 11.30am
at Cammarch Hotel, Llangammarch.
See next Newsletter for dates of future meetings.

Annual General Meeting
Saturday, 20th September 2015.
See next Newsletter for full details.

Newsletter Stuffing Session
The next stuffing session (for Newsletter
#132) will be on Thursday, 14th May 2015.
This starts at about 11am (to suit the train
arrival times) at The Level Crossing, just opposite Llandovery Station.
Your help would be appreciated if you can
spare about 2/3 hours. We’ve had a good
turnout recently, and it’s become a great
chance for a chat!
If you can help please email the editor on
psberry@tiscali.co.uk .

Useful T
elephone Numbers / W
eb Sites
Telephone
Web
Llandrindod Station Ticket Office (Kelsham Hanna) ...
...
01597-822053
National Rail Enquiries ...
...
...
...
...
...
08457-484950
Arriva Trains Wales (Customer Services)
...
...
...
08456-061660
HoWLTA web site ...
...
...
...
...
...
www.howlta.org.uk
HoWL Forum web site ...
...
...
...
... www.heart-of-wales.co.uk
British Transport Police (24 hours National Freephone No.) ...
0800-405040
Network Rail National Helpline...
...
...
...
...
08457-114141
HoWLTA Newsletter
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Line Representa
ti
ves and
Representati
tiv
Sta
tion Adopters
Station
Shrewsbury
Church Stretton
Craven Arms
Broome
Hopton Heath
Bucknell
Knighton
Knucklas
Llangynllo
Llanbister Road
Dolau
Penybont
Llandrindod
Builth Road
Cilmeri
Garth
Llangammarch
Llanwrtyd Wells
Sugar Loaf
Cynghordy
Llandovery
Llanwrda
Llangadog
Llandeilo
Ffairfach
Llandybie
Ammanford
Pantyffynnon
Pontarddulais
Llangennech
Bynea
Llanelli
Gowerton
Swansea

John Creswell
Church Stretton Rail User Group
Richard Watkins
Alan Belcher
Paula Tucker
Beryl Starr; Bucknell WI; Ray Davies
Shauna Davies & Platform Pals
Steve Crump; Jim Penser
Anne Deakins; George Scarfe (unofficial adopters)
John & Lynda Morris
Steve Vipond; Dolau Action Group
Sue & Tony Cooke
Llandrindod Wells (Cefnllys) CP School
Sara Poulson
Ann & Stephen Frodsham
Joasephine Lewis; Janet Williams
Ron Birchell; Llangammarch Community Council
John Price; Ainsley Jones; Station Action Group
Peter & Margaret Joyce
Gill Wright
Llandovery Town Council; Friends of Llandovery Station
Richard Rees; Hywel Jones
Eileen Mainwaring; Dennis Harrison
Ros Bellamy
David Rimmer
Gwyn Irving
Ammanford Lions
Mike Smith, Amman Valley Railway
Pontardulais Partnership
Llangennech Community Council; David Edwards
Friends of Bynea Station, Deryk Cundy
Friends of Llanelli Station
––––*
Felicity Cobley

At the time of going to press there are vacancies at those stations marked * above.
HoWLTA would particularly like to hear from potential volunteers for these.
[Editor : Reports and news items from our Station Adopters will be found under “Along the Line” in this
and future issues (see pp.5-7)]
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Clippings
Please Note
The views expressed in this
Newsletter are not necessarily
those of the HoWLTA committee.

HoWL
TA
HoWLT
Subscription Rates
Individual membership
Family membership

...
...

£8
£10

Overseas membership ...
Corporate membership ...

£15
£12

The above rates apply from 1st March 2015. Renewal date is 1st March each year.
50% discount if joining after 1st September

HoWL
TA NEWSLETTER
HoWLT
Advertising Rates
(Black & white adverts only - colour rates on request)
One issue
HALF PAGE (128mm x 90mm)

...

...

1 year (4 issues)

...

£80

£200
£120

QUARTER PAGE (61mm x 90mm) ...

...

...

£45

EIGHTH PAGE (61mm x 43mm)

...

...

£25

£70

...

...

£15

£40

...

SIXTEENTH PAGE (61mm x 22mm)

HoWL
TA NEWSLETTER
HoWLT
Future Copy Dates
Spring 2015 (pub. mid-May)
Summer 2015 (pub. mid-August)
Autumn 2015 (pub. mid-November)
Winter 2016 (pub. mid-February

Copy by 27th April 2015
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Important Notice
HoWLTA members are reminded that under no circumstances should they write
or speak on behalf of HoWLTA unless they have specific authorisation from the
committee to do so. Any deviation from this ruling will be acted on immediately, as
it is important that all matters which carry the HoWLTA tag should have the
approval of the committee.
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A trainload of empty steel wagons trundle through Llangennech Station in January 2015. [Photo © David Edwards]

Not all our line is through nearly empty countryside. Here a Class 150/2 unit forming the 0900 Shrewsbury – Cardiff
Central approaches Swansea Loop East Junction on its final approach to Swansea Station in January 2015.
Behind the unit is Trevivian (now part of the Hafod area) which was constructed by the coppermaster John Henry
Vivian between 1845 and 1890 to house workers and managers for his nearby Hafod Copperworks. In addition to
housing, schools and churches were provided as part of the development.
In the foreground, work on the new IEP (Intercity Express Programme) maintenance depot for the electric trains
which will operate the Swansea – Paddington service from 2018 is well advanced.
[Photo © Stephen Miles]
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