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From the Editor’s Desktop
Looking back over
the last year I see that
this time a year ago
I star ted my
editorial with the
words “we are
entering a time of
change, not only for our line, but for our
Association as well”. Well, I could very easily
use the same words this time!
The past year has indeed seen considerable
changes for our line - extra trains each
weekday, improvements at stations, and now
a more frequent refreshment service. HoWLTA
has implemented improvements in its admin
- especially in connection with its membership
and financial records - and has further
developed its liaison with other organisations.
Hopefully the improvements already
implemented on the line will be further en-

FRONT COVER PICTURE
On 20th June 2015 DRS 37607 and
37608 head downgrade from Sugar
Loaf tunnel and cross Cynghordy
viaduct with Pathfinder Tours’
Shrewsbury – Exeter St. Davids The
Heart of Wales Rambler.
Cynghordy viaduct is 283 yds long on a
26 chain curve and carries the
trackbed across the Bran Valley 102 ft
above ground level on 18 spans of 36ft
6ins supported on masonary piers. It
dates from 1868 when it formed part of
the final link, between Llanwrtyd Wells
and Llandovery, of the Central Wales
Extension Railway. It is now listed as a
structure of ‘special architectural and
historic interest’.
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hanced when the new franchise comes into
effect later in 2018.
Now, as readers will see from the keynote
feature on the opposite page, HoWLTA has
to face up to further changes. Several of the
officials who devoted themselves to bringing
about the recent improvements find
themselves unable to continue because of new
circumstances. Added to this, two committee
members, George Scarfe and Gwyn Irving
have had to resign for personal reasons. That
amounts to a lot of changes to HoWLTA’s
personnel all in one go as from the next AGM.
For this reason a special meeting of the
committee has been arranged well before the
AGM. It will take place on Thursday, 20th
August and will concentrate solely on The
Future for HoWLTA.
Watch this spece!
Peter Berry

HoWLTA
CONTACT
DETAILS
The address for general correspondence
and all HoWLTA membership matters is

HoWLTA, c/o The Crossing House,
Dolau, Llandrindod Wells LD1 5TG
Letters relating to the HoWLTA
Newsletter and all items for possible
inclusion on the Post Bag pages or
elsewhere should either be posted to
The Editor, Twin Oaks, Castle
Close, Llangadog SA19 9AH
or emailed to psberry@tiscali.co.uk

Contact details for other officers and
committee members are given on p. 18
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Important Notice

HoWLTA members are reminded that under no circumstances should they write
or speak on behalf of HoWLTA unless they have specific authorisation from the
committee to do so. Any deviation from this ruling will be acted on immediately, as
it is important that all matters which carry the HoWLTA tag should have the
approval of the committee.
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The Future for HoWLTA

Line Representatives and
Station Adopters
Shrewsbury
Church Stretton
Craven Arms
Broome
Hopton Heath
Bucknell
Knighton
Knucklas
Llangynllo
Llanbister Road
Dolau
Penybont
Llandrindod
Builth Road
Cilmeri
Garth
Llangammarch
Llanwrtyd Wells
Sugar Loaf
Cynghordy
Llandovery
Llanwrda
Llangadog
Llandeilo
Ffairfach
Llandybie
Ammanford
Pantyffynnon
Pontarddulais
Llangennech
Bynea
Llanelli
Gowerton
Swansea

John Creswell
Church Stretton Rail User Group
Richard Watkins
Alan Belcher
Paula Tucker
Beryl Starr; Bucknell WI; Ray Davies
Shauna Davies & Platform Pals
Steve Crump; Jim Penser
Anne Deakins; George Scarfe (unofficial adopters)
John & Lynda Morris
Steve Vipond; Dolau Action Group
Sue & Tony Cooke
Llandrindod Wells (Cefnllys) CP School
Sara Poulson
Ann & Stephen Frodsham
Joasephine Lewis; Janet Williams
Ron Birchell; Llangammarch Community Council
John Price; Ainsley Jones; Station Action Group
Peter & Margaret Joyce
Gill Wright
Llandovery Town Council; Friends of Llandovery Station
Richard Rees; Hywel Jones
Eileen Mainwaring; Dennis Harrison; Marion Lomax
Ros Bellamy
David Rimmer
Gwyn Irving
Ammanford Lions
Mike Smith, Amman Valley Railway
Pontardulais Partnership
Llangennech Community Council; David Edwards
Friends of Bynea Station, Deryk Cundy
Friends of Llanelli Station
––––*
Felicity Cobley

At the time of going to press there are vacancies at those stations marked * above.
HoWLTA would particularly like to hear from potential volunteers for these.
[Editor : Reports and news items from our Station Adopters will be found under “Along the Line” in this
and future issues (see pp.5-7)]
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That is the only item on the agenda at a
special meeting of the HoWLTA committee
to be held on Thursday, 20th August. The
meeting will start at 12.45, and is taking
place at Llanwrtyd Wells Station.*
Why, then, has this special meeting been
called at fairly short notice....?

In all organisations there are periods of
change of personnel and the Heart of Wales
Line Travellers Association is no different.
Last year we saw long serving Chairman and
also Treasurer, Gill Wright, step down along
with Hazel Touch as Membership Secretary.
Unfortunately their successors; Kevin Knell,
Ray Trend and Nigel Bird are unable to
continue owing to changed circumstances.
Ray Trend, Treasurer, has done much to
simplify the accounts and book keeping to
enable a future person to quickly take up
the reins of that post. Similarly Nigel Bird
has done much the same as Membership
Secretary. To both officers the Committee
is extremely grateful for all their work in
streamlining the organisation and running
of the Association so that both these posts
are now far less work than previously.
In addition we shall be losing two committee
members - George Scarfe and Gwyn Irving,
who are stepping down for personal reasons.
As a consequence the Association finds
itself in urgent need for members to step
forward to fill these offices and committee
vacancies at the forthcoming Annual
General Meeting.
The Heart of Wales Line is at a very exciting
time in its history with an improved service
and it is through the pressure that HoWLTA
HoWLTA Newsletter

and the Forum have been able to exert over
a number of years that we have at last been
heard more favourably in the corridors of
power. Nevertheless we cannot allow this
pressure to ease. We have seen some
improvement but we must continue to press
those in government and elsewhere to provide
the t ype of service, rolling stock and
development of the line's potential for which
it has been crying out for so long – ‘better
trains, faster trains, more trains’. The
Association, along with the Forum, is also
involved with the new franchise bid for rail
services in Wales which could also see some
of our aims being achieved. With your help
this can be achieved.
The special meeting should help us to plan
for this future.
We know that there are many act ive
members up and down the line for whose
help the Committee is always extremely
grateful but we hope some of you will
consider if you could go that little bit extra
and so bring some of these ideas and aims
to fruition.
Please come to the AGM (see page 20 for
details) and offer your services - or, if you
are unable to get there, please let any
Committee member (see page 18 for contact
details) know of your interest in helping us
to move forward.

The HoWLTA Committee

* It is suggested that non-committee members
who wish to attend the special meeting should
email the Vice Chairman, Mike Watson on
alunwatson.hotmail.com a few days
beforehand to confirm the time, date and
venue.
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Along the Line....
Llangadog

We are attaching a photo in this issue to
show the latest - but hopefully not the last of our flower boxe s. T his one is a
commemoration box in remembrance of Wyn
Mainwaring who was involved in Llangadog
station for many years and for which we
engraved a small brass plaque to record the
event. Our two main Adopters are standing
guard.

[Photo © Dennis Harrison]

We really went over the top on this one and
purchased a small Japanese Maple hoping
this will slowly grow into something a bit
more substantial. We also costed the
construction of the box out rather carefully
this time round and this came to £22 for the
tanalised timber and screws with the 6" x 2"
brass plate coming to about £6 including the
engraving. To be dead accurate in fact it was
not engraved at all but 'pantograph milled'
by the cobbler in Ammanford as he pointed

4

News from the Association

out that normal engraving would not show
up very well. We also hope to construct a
further two boxes this coming summer and
for which we have now two rather splendid
bushes, a St John's Wort and and a Spiraea,
already waiting in temporary lodging in my
back garden - and, once again, to be accurate
we are continuing with 'bush boxes' rather
than flower boxes as the maintenance of
these for us old pensioners is something we
can handle and within our comfort zone.
With a 50% increase in our Adopter workforce
we resurrected the idea of a few hanging
baskets for the station shelter. The scheme
had been vetoed in the past as the two original
Adopters had a fair way to travel and in dry
weather this was a non starter just to throw
a few pints of water over the flowers. However,
with our new apprentice Adopter living only
a stones-throw from the platform this would
not now be a problem. An initial inspection
of the shelter (it is now called a shelter as we
also vetoed suggestions that we turn it into a
restaurant, visitor centre or three star hotel)
showed that we had space for four baskets
where passengers would not decapitate
themselves thus avoiding Health and Safety
issues (we are certain that there are numerous
references to the safe hanging of flower

If your club or organisation would
like to enjoy a talk/slide show
about the
Heart of Wales Line, then call

Tony Birdwood

on 01550 777344 or 07852 115390
or email
anthony.birdwood@btinternet.com

member of the Heart of Wales Line Travellers’ Association
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Membership Matters
200 Club : HoWLTA’s Monthly Draw

We have 363 numbers, the latest winners
are :

May 2015
£20
£15
£10
£10

B Roberts, Mumbles
J Anderson, Llanelli
R Webb, Llandod
K Lomax, Kington

£20
£15
£10
£10
£10

S A Lafferty, London
D E Bennett, Llanarthne
B Wilson, Isle of Wight
G V Blackburn, Isle of Wight
M Body, Gower

June 2015

July 2015

£20
S Blyton, Ludlow
£15
K Lloyd, Carmarthen
£10
M Price, Llandod
£10
W Lafferty, London
£10
G A Jones, Llandod.
Congratulations to our latest winners!
All 200 Club and membership subscriptions were due
for renewal on 1st March 2015. Have you renewed
or joined us? Just £5 per number, buy as many as you
wish!

Nigel Bird, Membership Secretary.

Note from the Treasurer
Please ensure that all monies for raffle ticket sales,
donations, etc are sent to the Treasurer, and any
membership matters, for example, change of address
or resignation, which do not involve money, should
be directed to the Membership Secretary.

Next Committee Meetings

Thursday, 20th August 2015 - Special
meeting (“The Future of HoWLTA”) at
Llanwrtyd Wells Station. 12.45 to 15.45
Saturday, 17th October 2015 - ordinary
meeting at the Commodore Hotel,
Llandrindod Wells. Starts 12 noon.
It is suggested that non-committee members
who wish to attend either or both these meetings should email the Vice Chairman, Mike
Watson on alunwatson.hotmail.com beforehand to confirm the time, date and venue.
See next Newsletter for future meetings.

Annual General Meeting

11.30am on Saturday, 19th September
2015 at the Victoria Hall, Llanwrtyd Wells.

Newsletter Stuffing Session
The next stuffing session (for Newsletter
#134) will be on Thursday, 12th November 2015. This will start at 11am to suit the
arrival time from Swansea (but will be a bit
early for the train from Shrewsbury) at The
Level Crossing, opposite Llandovery Station.
Your help would be appreciated if you can
spare a couple of hours. We’ve had a good
turnout recently, and it’s become a great
chance for a chat!
If you can help please email the editor on
psberry@tiscali.co.uk .

Useful Telephone Numbers / Web Sites

Llandrindod Station Ticket Office (Kelsham Hanna) ...
...
01597-822053
National Rail Enquiries ...
...
...
...
...
...
08457-484950
Arriva Trains Wales (Customer Services)
...
...
...
08456-061660
HoWLTA web site ...
...
...
...
...
...
www.howlta.org.uk
HoWL Forum web site ...
...
...
...
... www.heart-of-wales.co.uk
British Transport Police (24 hours National Freephone No.) ...
0800-405040
Network Rail National Helpline...
...
...
...
...
08457-114141
HoWLTA Newsletter
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A Reminder

HoWLTA AGM
The 34th AGM of HoWLTA will be held on
Saturday, 19th September 2015
at Victoria Hall, Llanwrtyd Wells, starting at 11.30am.
Agendas will be made available at the beginning of the meeting.
Any member wishing to stand for election to the Committee or wishing to
propose a motion for discussion at the AGM should contact the Minutes
Secretary (see below) in writing at least 14 days in advance.
Proposed constitutional amendments :
At the AGM on September 19th, the Committee will propose the following
amendments to the Constitution to deal with an omission which has been noticed
recently:
1. Amend numbering of clause 5 (c) to 5 (c) (1)
2. Add new clause 5 (c) (2) "Elected and co-opted members of the Committee,
but not the President or Vice-Presidents, must be fully paid up members of the
Association"

Mike Watson
Minutes Secretary
99 Ridgeway, Killay
Swansea SA2 7AP

alunwatson@hotmail.com
Please note : free tea/ coffee and biscuits (donations welcome!) will
be provided but no lunch will be provided - the meeting will start at
11.30 and finish by 14.00, allowing members who want to get
something more substantial to do so before the up train leaves.

Please remember our new address for correspondence :
HoWLTA, c/o The Crossing House,
Dolau, Llandrindod Wells LD1 5TG
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baskets in the H & S or EU regulations) and
these are going to be sited on the car park
side of the shelter as there is not sufficient
headroom on the platform side. Actually, this
would be a good situation to use one of
Geraint Morgan's little water trolleys for
moving small quantities of water the fifty
yards or so from the tap at Station House.
Moving/pushing/pulling/driving/
manoeuvring the little two wheel trolley on
private or Network Rail land obviates the need
for us to take the Arriva water trolley driving
test, sitting the Health and Safety written
examination and reading and digesting the
two hundred page s of the book "The
operator's guide for the safe use of water
trollies" as we don't actually have to take the
thing on to the Arriva platform.
After mulling over the Arriva water trolley
scheme the Llangadog Adopters Think Tank
came up with a fallback plan. It was pointed
out by Arriva that the 25 litres of water in
their trolley was maybe too heavy for our
hanging basket lady to actually lift off the
ground to get to the bottom mounted tap
and in fact Arriva are mounting a 'lift this off
the ground or you don't get one' delivery
examination, pre sumably usi ng a full
container. It is of course beyond the wit of
management to say "you only need four litres
of water to do your two hanging baskets, so
just put four litres in the container".
So, we now intend to use a cheapo six litre
pressure sprayer with the spray nozzle
removed which should, with a bit of pressure
inside, lift water up to the six and a half foot
high basket and also be light enough to easily
carry around. Full blown trials have been
completed and were totally successful using
four litres of water in the tank, so we, and
the flowers will await the Arriva safety
inspection team's certificate of competence,
container pressure safet y certificat ion,
HoWLTA Newsletter

declaration of passenger safety, the operator
competence licence, and the necessary full
operator/driver test.
Our seven main flower boxes are doing
reasonably well as I write this (May) - the
one exception being the Lavender box which,
after a stunning season last year, is now
almost a total bombsite and may have to be
replanted. This was the author’s own mistake
as the instructions for pruning the stuff said
to 'prune heavily' which was duly done but
what the instructions failed to mention is that
if you prune down to the woody stems then
it will not regrow - and it hasn't. I think we
will need more replacement Lavender bushes.
We also have another scheme afoot for later
on this year and that is to complete our
platform screening programme for the last
twenty yards at the south end of platform
one. The north end platform one hedge has
been one of the station's big success stories
of the decade and we hope to repeat this
using Copper Beech at the other end subject
to ground conditions being suitable.

Eileen Mainwaring, Dennis Harrison,
Marion Lomax - Station Adopters

Refreshments Up and Down
the Line
At Seat Catering, who run the refreshment trolleys on Arriva Trains Wales,
have informed us of new arrangements
to provide an improved service on the
Heart of Wales line.
Until further notice there will be a trolley
on the following services :

Northbound

09.33 from Swansea - Shrewsbury
Mon - Fri (09.15 on Saturday)
14.35 from Swansea - Shrewsbury
5

Mon - Fri (13.12 on Saturday)
11.08 from Swansea - Llandrindod
Wells (Sunday)

Southbound

10.09 from Shrewsbury - Swansea
Mon - Fri (09.00 on Saturday)
14.05 from Shrewsbury - Swansea
Mon - Fri (13.58 on Saturday)
13.41 from Llandrindod Wells Swansea (Sunday)
The service will operate as shown subject
to exceptional weather or
other operating difficulties.
[Editor : This is very good news, as we
know that many passengers are more
likely to use the service if they know that
refreshments are available.]

Llandovery
The Station Café remains at the heart of our
activities at Llandovery Station, and it is the
suppor t that we receive here from our
volunteer staff which enables us to then
become involved in all the other many
initiatives which are centred on the Station.
It is our volunteers who welcome our visitors
to the Station, perhaps townsfolk popping
in for a coffee and a chat or railway
passengers awaiting their train,
and it is they who also act as tourist
guides to the attractions of the
Upper Towy valley, or as local pub
and restaurant critics, or simply as
a sympathetic listening ear to
someone who has a story they
wish to tell.

be a ver y wor thwhile i nit iative. T he
youngsters come with their carers, and spend
a morning or an afternoon with us, helping
in the kitchen and serving in the café. In this
way they are given the chance to interact
with members of the public, and to gain
therefore a valuable awareness of life outside
their communities. We have extended this
experience recently to those young people
in Llandovery who are pursuing their Duke
of Edinburgh’s Award, and who wish to fulfil
the requirements of the Community Service
section: at the Station they may either help
in the Café or work in the Gardens, and once
again this is something of value that we can
offer to the younger residents of our town.
In this respect, too, we are looking forward
to the coming Summer, when we in
Llandovery will be receiving a group of
teenagers from our twin town of Pluguffan,
in Brittany. Very much a part of their shared
activities will be a morning spent in the
Station garden on the Flower Bed of
Friendship (Blodau Cyfeillgarwch) which the
youngsters of both nations established two
years ago.
But it must not be thought that this
community involvement is simply a one-way
flow. We at the Station are also given

It is with great sadness that I have to
repor t that t wo members of t he
committee have recently had to stand
down. On behalf of the committee I
would like to thank them both for their
commitment and time and they will be
sorely missed.

Also I have been asked to work on a
project, which entails a lot of time and
field work, w ith t h is and other
commitments, I can no longer commit
the time which the position of Chairman
deserves. With that in mind, I will not
be standing for re-election at the AGM.
On a more positive note the children of
Cefnllys School have carried out their
second audit of the station. Having
recently visited the station, I was inspired
by the work they have produced in their
notice boards within the station ticket
hall.
A couple of dates to remind you of
upcoming events, 150th anniversary of
the opening of the Knighton to
Llandrindod Wells section of the line.
Events taking place on Saturday 29th
August and Saturday 10th October.
The new timetable has now had time to
bed in, and it would be of interest to let
us know what you think of the service,

From our very beginning four years
ago we have welcomed young
people with learning difficulties
from two local residential Colleges
A group of cyclists and walkers visit us from Brittany
to the café, and this continues to
[Photo © Glyn Evans]
6

Chairman’s Last Chat....
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ADVERTISE HERE

A 1/16th page advert like this costs just
£15 for one issue (or £40 for a year).
See page 27 for full advertising rates.
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[Photo © Peter Berry]

especially if you have had any service
failures and the recourse to contact
Arriva Trains Wales.

K. Knell, Chairman.

NEWS FROM THE HEART OF
WALES LINE FORUM

[cont. from page 17]
----Bynea schoolchildren enjoyed a trip on
the train to Llandovery station (where they
had tea and met the Mayor) and back
----I acted as ‘minder’ to a TV film crew and
spor ts celebritie s Iwan Thomas, Gareth
Thomas and James Toseland on their way
to a secret filming destination (quotable quote
from one of the stars when he saw the Heart
of Wales ‘153’: “Is that it? Looks like a
caravan…..”
----Gill has been busy setting up gardening
contacts along the line, and Arriva colleague
Geraint Morgan has arranged for some lovely
wooden planters to be installed at a number
of our stations.
----Forum Chairman Cllr Mansel Williams is
still receiving medical treatment: we wish him
well, and meanwhile Cllr Paul Lloyd of
Swansea is acting as our Chairman.
More, next time!
David Edwards
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Heart of Wales Line Travellers’
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President

Professor Stuart Cole CBE

Vice-Presidents

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth
Peter Black AM
Geraint Davies MP
Suzy Davies AM
Jonathan Edwards MP
Mike Hedges AM
Bethan Jenkins AM
William Powell AM
Simon Thomas AM
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Byron Davies MP
Keith Davies AM
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Committee Members
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Secretary :

vacancy
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NEW ADDRESS for Correspondence :
HoWLTA, c/o The Crossing House, Dolau, Llandrindod Wells LD1 5TG
HoWLTA is affiliated to Railfuture and Better Transport
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enormous support from members of the route to Neyland to catch the Royal Yacht
public, and indeed we are being seen as Britannia and then embark on a tour of the
responsible custodians of a range of railway- British Isles. Eddie Rees, a former employee
related ar tefacts. We were ver y moved of the railway in Llandovery, together with
recently to receive from Angela Roberts a a number of his old colleagues, have also
gift of a number of model railway items, as a given us pictures and diagrams related to
bequest from her late husband Peter. Peter railway operations in Llandovery, and in case
and Angela were faithful volunteers of ours the men of the Model Railway Club (now
from the first days of the Station’s opening, very much established at the Station and very
and despite living over thirty miles away in much part of the Llandovery Social Scene)
Llanybydder they fulfilled their Wednesday want to realise the next-to-impossible and
afternoon shift with utter dependability. They recreate the scene in miniature, he has given
particularly enjoyed the occasions when on us, from memory, a detailed plan of the whole
their day of duty the youngsters from Ysgol railway undertaking in Llandovery – the
Rhys Prichard would first spend an hour or engine sheds, the goods yard, the station
so of working in the Station garden, and then, buildings and the various offices, the signals
buoyed by the open air and their physical and the water towers, the level crossing and
exertions, they would troop into the café for the signal box: it would seem that nothing
their reward – squash and biscuits all ready has been left out!
and prepared for them by Angela and Peter.
A further cause for satisfaction is the growing
Their afternoons spent in the company of
reputation that the Station is acquiring as an
these young people were very special to them
Art Gallery, where creative artists in a variety
both.
We have been entrusted with
artefacts from a number of other
supporters, too. Len Elliott, from
[Photo © Brian Dotson]
Beulah (and a HoWLTA committee
member), has given us two superb
limited-edition prints of GWR
railway scenes by BJ Freeman,
which Len has had framed on his
own account: they now hang
proudly in the more comfortable
seating area at the rear of the café,
and add greatly to its appeal. David
Bennet t, from Llanar thne, is
another generous benefactor of
Llandovery Station Gallery
[Photo © Glyn Evans]
ours: he has recently given us an
album containing a wealth of photographs of media – watercolour, oils, photography,
from the 1950s, together with the Working and tapestry – may display their work and
Directions booklet of the Royal Train in which so bring it to the attention of the wider public.
HM the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh We now hold an exhibition on virtually a
travelled to Llandovery in August 1955, en monthly basis, with one for local schools
HoWLTA Newsletter
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being held in December. The building is light
and airy, and shows off artistic work of all
kinds to its best advantage, and there is no
doubt that it is encouraging the growth and
the popularity of such enterprises here in
the Upper Towy Valley.
Passing reference has already been made to
the gardens at Llandovery Station, and it must
be said that we are delighted at the progress
that has been made here. The rough surface
of the former goods yard has been tamed:
trees and bushes have been planted, wild
growth has been largely controlled, and grass
has been sown. A number of flower beds have
been created, and five raised beds for
vegetables have already been made, with
more being planned for the future. Wooden

It must be said, howe ver, that the
development of the gardens has not been
without its problems: Network Rail and
HoWLTA have together refused to consider
installing a water supply in the gardens,
meaning that we in FoLS have had to supply
a hose-pipe running a hundred yards or so
from my house to water the gardens in
Summer. Similarly, the offer from TirCoed,
an association of carpenters keen to keep
the traditional skills of woodworking alive in
Wales, to create a Summer House for children
in the garden has been rejected, as has been
the offer from the Gwili Railway to stable a
six-wheel refurbished railway carriage,
formerly belonging to the Neath & Brecon
Railway, alongside the old loading dock,
which is still virtually intact in
the garden: the coach could
have been used perhaps as a
club meeting house, or a venue
for children’s parties, or a
rehearsal room for a choir or a
music group – the list is long!
Officialdom is a difficult beast
to tame, but it can be done: but
too late perhaps for us, for these
opportunities are unlikely to
return again.

Glyn Evans, Chairman,
FoLS
The raised beds ^
[Photo © Glyn Evans]
Children from Ysgol Rhys Prichard plant flower pots >

benches and tables have been installed for
the use of townspeople and travellers alike,
and supervised children can run around here
to their hearts’ delight. Indeed, as I write
these words, the sun is breaking through,
and the children from Ysgol Rhys Prichard
are arriving to learn something of the
benefits of eating fresh vegetables, to plant
a few flower pots and to play in the garden!
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be increasing its financial contribution to the
Forum. While this will not replace all of the
money lost from the local authority cutbacks,
it will help.
And – as explained in Newsletter 132 – Welsh
Government has provided financial support
for the development of the Heart of Wales
Line Enterprise Network (HoWLEN). This
is being carried out now, so that postfranchise, and with the significantly improved
timetable for the route that the franchise
Invitation to Tender will specify, the railway
can make a proper contribution to the
economic and social regeneration of the area
it serves. HoWLEN is at present focussing
on setting itself up and on the establishment
of a network of community regeneration
‘hubs’.
Who does what, now and in the future?
At present there are many organisations
involved with the line. Arriva Trains Wales,
the current franchise holder, operates the train
service as specified in the existing franchise.
They use the infrastructure provided and
maintained by Network Rail (NR) to do so
(and it may well be that NR will itself undergo
some reorganisation soon.) The new
franchise itself will largely be specified (and
funded) by Welsh Government.
More locally, we have HoWLTA and the
Forum (see above), with HoWLEN emerging
as a new organisation. The Heart of Wales
Line Development Company Ltd (DevCo)
currently holds the lease of Llandovery station
building but its Memorandum and Articles of
Association enable it to carry out other work
along the route. DevCo and HoWLEN are
discussing a possible merger, and it may be
that HoWLTA and the Forum could negotiate
a change in their own relationship, if it would
be to their mutual benefit. To be

continued……
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The New Timetable
What all of the above organisations and
groups have in common is the desire to run
an effective service on the line and see that
good use is made of it. Our new timetable
started on May 17th. The Forum organised
two ‘launches’ with media releases, produced
and distributed new timetables and other
leaflets, and the writer of this column had
the pleasure of appearing on Radio Wales’
Roy Noble programme to talk about the line
and its new service (you can download the
interview from www.heart-of-wales.co.uk).
So.... how’s it going? No significant statistics
are yet available, so personal observation and
anecdote are all we have. Unlike our
Cambrian colleagues we still have a very
spasmodic timetable, some services featuring
substantial ‘layovers’ for operational reasons,
and a new inward Swansea commuting service
(good) that relies on an unchanged and thus
late return service (bad!). So while there are
indeed increased journey opportunities,
feedback has so far been mixed. We have
already passed these points back to Arriva
and to Welsh Government and will be setting
up surveys in October to evaluate passenger
response.
One ‘hidden gem’ in the new timetable is
the 08.34 Llandovery to Swansea (this starts
as the 05.42 from Shrewsbury). When it
reaches Swansea at 10.02 this train then runs
non stop to Cardiff (arr11.06) meaning that
from stations South of Llandovery there are
some very decent end to end journey times
for a day trip to Cardiff. We’ve produced a
leaflet and bus shelter advertising sticker
(thanks to Carms CC for agreeing to this) to
make this point to local residents.
Any other business?
Quite a lot, but I’m about to run out of space.
In brief....
[cont. on page 19]
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NEWS FROM THE HEART OF
WALES LINE FORUM
Busy busy busy
I see that I last wrote for the Newsletter on
April 26th. As usual a lot has happened
between Newsletter editions. For example
an extract of the Forum diary entries for
meetings in just the first few days after 27th
includes :
April 27th : Site meeting with NR and ATW
at Llandei lo to agree prelimi nar y
arrangements for new community – rail ‘hub’
building;
April 28th : Heart of Wales ‘Route Runner’
computer simulation with NR at Cardiff to
examine the potential for timetable
enhancements;
April 29th : Meeting with representative of
newly reorganised Visit Wales to discuss
tourism strategy in relation to the line;
April 30th : Meet ing w ith AT W representatives at Llandovery to discuss new
Enterprise Network;
April 31st : Collect new timetable
promotional material from printer and start
distribution;
May 4th : Set up and run Heart of Wales
Line display at Llandrindod Spring Fair (with
HoWLTA support);
May 8th : Llandovery - planning meetings
of the Hear t of Wales Line Enterprise
Network and of the Development Company
Board;
May 11th : Give presentation (with Prof Paul
Salveson) to Mid Wales Rail Implementation
Group (also providing input for Welsh
Government franchise specification)……
…..and that’s quite apart from the background
16

administrative work that goes on! And all of
which illustrates the wide range of activities
with which the Forum is involved.
No man is an island
Meanwhile, external events and changes are
severely affecting the Forum. When first
established it received significant funding, and
benefited from collaborative working with,
officers from the County Councils along its
route. Both have been very significantly
reduced because of local authority cutbacks
and staff reductions. Additionally, the tourism
sector – until recently an important Forum
funder – has not yet agreed a means of
working with – and funding – us.
As a HoWLTA committee member I am also
aware that the Association has found it difficult
to fill key posts, has its own budgetary
concerns and depends on the efforts of a small
number of volunteers. Like many voluntary
organisations it cannot always rely on member
support – though when asked to provide help
for a specific event (the Spring Fair) or activity
(newsletter envelope stuffing), members have
come up trumps. Keeping the membership –
sadly not immortal – at a reasonable level –
is also a continuing concern. All of this
provide s a background to the special
committee meeting that has been called, to
discuss the best way to take the Association
forward, perhaps in association with the
Forum.
But it’s not all gloom
Far from it, in fact. Arriva Trains Wales has
reconsidered the way in which it intends to
work w ith all of the Communit y Rail
Partnerships in Wales and as part of this will
HoWLTA Newsletter

Renewing Memories of the HoWL
It had been a number of years since I
had made the Circular Trip on the Heart
of Wales Line. I have made numerous
trips to Llandeilo, Llandovery, etc and I
had been thinking of making the round
trip again for a while.
With the impending time table change I
decided to make the trip again as the
early morning light certainly enhances
t he wonder ful scener y and so on
Wednesday 6th May I set off on the
05.15 to Swansea from Shrewsbury. I
had to take the day off from my paper
round to make the trip and I had to get
up earlier than I normally would.
On boarding I found that I knew the
Conductor, one of the Crewe lads. I
was greeted with “Oh, you know where
you are going, normally if we get anyone
boarding we ask where they are going.
Normally it is the Birmingham train they
want.”
Depar ture from Shre wsbur y was
punctual. I was the only passenger as
far as Knighton. The weather was bright
and the scener y was at it s be st –
Knucklas Viaduct looked magnificent.
Ar rival at Llandrindod was again
punctual but met wit h rain wh ich
continued for the rest of the journey.
The weather did clear a little so I did
see the scenery on the descent from
Sugar Loaf to Llandover y in fairly
favourable conditions. In my opinion this
is the most scenic part of the line.
All station gardens looked magnificent,
a credit to the gardeners. Pantyffynnon
HoWLTA Newsletter

station buildings seemed in the process
of being rebuilt. From Llandrindod
onwards there was a steady increase in
passengers joining.
A combination of high Spring Tides and
wind on the Loughor Estuary resulted
in the water level reaching the railway
embankment. In fact it was difficult to
pin point the line of the estuary. Bridges
and electricity pylons helped.
At Llanelli the conductor helpfully
pointed out that a quicker journey time
to Swansea etc could be achieved by
crossing over to the up platform. I was
comfortable and not in any hurry so I
stayed put, but a fair number of
passengers opted for the quicker
journey. I found both conductors very
helpful to passengers.
Onwards from Llanelli, I noticed the
restoration of the double track and also
the new bridge over the Loughor
Estuary. It does make you wonder why
this section was ever singled.
Arrival at Swansea was punctual and I
went off in search of breakfast. Swansea
station is certainly looking a lot smarter
these days. After breakfast I started the
return journey to Shrewsbury via the
main line to Newport, then via Hereford
to Shrewsbury.

RAILWAY BOOKS

(Bought & Sold)
Over 4000 listed on my website
www.nigelbirdbooks.co.uk
telephone 01974 821281
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Things have certainly improved since my
first visit down the line in 1969. Closure
rumours at that time prompted my late
mother and me to make an investigative
trip down the Central Wales Line.
We set out on the 06.30 to Llanelli - we
had to change at Llanelli for Swansea in
those days. I was intrigued at Craven Arms
seeing the conductor getting down from
the train to operate the ground frame at the
south end of the ‘up’ platform to gain access
to the Central Wales line. This took a good
five minutes.
We were sat behind the driver in an old type
DMU and it was like travelling in an
observation car. Next surprise, a green flag
waved from the signal box window at
Bucknell to indicate the crossing was clear
for the train to proceed.
Waiting in the loop at Llandrindod for the
‘up’ to pass (no platform loops in those
days), the driver asked us if we would like a
cup of tea. I think passengers at that time
of day were something of a rarity. A kind
thought, and something which has stayed
in my mind, making the Central or Heart
of Wales Line a very special journey. A
feeling I still get when the train branches of
the main line at Craven Arms.

Charter Train News
Updates for 2015

Several steam hauled charter trains have been
cancelled over the last few months following the
incident at Wootton Bassett Junction in March.
I am, however, very pleased to tell you that the steam
hauled train, which was due to run along the Heart
of Wales Line on Saturday 25th April and which was
postponed twice earlier this year, is now re-scheduled
to run on Thursday 1st October. As it happens, this
is a particularly appropriate time this year because it
is only 9 days before the 150th anniversary date of
the official opening of the Central Wales Railway
between Knighton and Llandrindod Wells (on
Tuesday 10th October 1865).
No firm details have yet been received concerning
the precise motive power which will be used but it is
likely that there will be at least one ex LMS Stanier
"Black Five” locomotives involved.

George Scarfe

The acompanying picture
was taken yesterday (May
19th) on a trip from Swansea to Llanwrtyd.
I was working as 'minder'
for a film crew who are
making a programme based
in Llanwrtyd to be aired
later in the year.
The stars shown are Iwan
Thomas, Gareth Thomas
and James Toseland (there is
also a special guest appearance by the cover of a
'Walks from the Heart of
Wales Line' booklet being

[Photo © David Edwards]

held by the programme director).
The guys are yarning away about their work, and
speculating about what they are going to be asked
to do at Llanwrtyd - this was being kept a close
secret, but knowing the destination it will have
been off the wall.
The trip went well, after their initial amazement
about the diminutive size of the train ('Is that it looks a bit like a caravan'), and puzzlement about
why it was necessary to go to Llanelli from Swansea in order to get to Llanwrtyd.....

David Edwards

Development Reports
I read with interest the article in the newsletter
about developments on the line that were included
in a couple of reports presented to the Welsh
Government. It was good to see the Minister's
positive response in the latest newsletter.
Mention is made of the proposals, which all appear
to be very welcome. However it would be useful to
be able to access the reports referred to, so
perhaps a web link could be provided for such
reports, unless they can be printed in full.
One further query: mention is made of a 2 hourly
service as the level of service for the line. This
seems about right, assuming passenger numbers
would support it. However the last time I saw a

John Cresswell

ADVERTISE HERE

An eighth page
advert like this costs just £25 for
one issue (or £70
for a year).
See page 23 for full advertising rates.
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First
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proposal for such a service an extra passing loop
was identified as necessary.
Given that a new loop would see little change from
£1m, this seems an unlikely investment. Has
anyone constructed a possible timetable that can
be operated within the current infrastucture? This
may be with an extra limited stop service and/or a
stopping service, and hopefully not needing the
long stops that slow down the new timetable.

Mike Custance

Help Please!
Is it possible to have an article in a future
newsletter to explain to new members such as
myself, just what is involved with adopting a
station? Hope you can help. Mr Cerith Griffiths
(tel. 01269-268541)

Letters for possible inclusion on the Post Bag
pages can either be posted to me at Twin
Oaks, Castle Close, Llangadog SA19 9AH
or emailed to psberry@tiscali.co.uk
Your letter, if selected for publication, may be
subject to editing.
Please include your full address, although
this will not usually be published.
Peter Berry
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Post Bag
New
Timetable
The Town Council note that in the Spring
edition of the HoWLTA Newsletter Llanwrtyd
Wells is referred to as “one of the line’s principal
stations”. It is sad therefore that the services to
Llanwrtyd appear not to have been considered in
the re-organisation of the services.
Whilst we applaud the extra service of one extra
train on the line and appreciate that resources are
limited the Town Council feel that Llanwrtyd
Wells has been forgotten and certainly not
considered as a principle station.
The timing of the trains coming into
the station and indeed leaving are not
worker-friendly times making it
difficult for employees to use the train
service and for employers to attract
workers to the town. Ultimately this
has an effect on the economic status
of a town that is unique in attracting
visitors from all over the world.
The rail services provided do not do
the tourism industry justice.
The first train arrives from Shrewsbury at 8.08 (too early for workers)
and the next train arrives at 12.28
(too late for workers). Travellers face
a similar situation travelling from
Swansea with the first train arriving
in Llanwrtyd at 07.51 (too early) and the next one
not arriving until 11.18 (too late). Travellers face
similar difficulties on the homeward journey with
no appropriately timed service in the evening to
get workers back to Llanwrtyd.
Llanwrtyd Wells is a unique tourist destination
that hosts many events; surely we should have
adequate transport networks to enable visitors
and residents alike to enjoy equality of provision.
Many thanks once again.

Lynn Ball
Clerk to Llanwrtyd Town Councii
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In the Cold Light of Day
Enclosed (below) is a photograph of the first train
of the day with the 'new' time-table at Llandrindod
on Monday 18th May at 06.00.
This shows the 04.45 ex Shrewsbury arriving at
Llandrindod on time but with no passengers. It
consisted of single car unit number 153320. The
weather was light rain, turning heavy.
The same unit made up the 06.18 service to
Crewe, this time with four passengers.
All ATW staff seemed cheerful and thought the
new timetable would take time 'to bed in'.
It was later noticeable that at 12 noon when trains
cross at Llandrindod quite a number of passengers
were travelling north towards Shrewsbury.
Equally I was told (and saw) a number of people
requesting copies of the 'new' timetable.

Brian Dotson

[Photo © Brian Dotson]

A Spring Walk
My walk to the west end of the Sugar Loaf tunnel,
in the lovely spring sunshine, waiting, listening to
the birds and a stream over rocks nearby.
It was well worth the half hour with nature: then I
could hear them, climbing up to the Sugar
Loaf..... DRS 37667 and 37606 hauling The
Heart of Wales Explorer. Again a lovely
experience.
Peter Joyce
[Editor : You can see the result of Peter’s walk on page
28.]
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CENTRE SPREAD (pages 12-13)

Changing Scenes along the Heart of Wales Line
1. The Heart of Wales Line was
host to the MPV (Multi Purpose
Vehicle) Weedkilling Train on two
consecutive days in July 2015. On
21st July it operated an out and back
from Margam to Llanwrtyd Wells and
on 22nd July a much longer journey
: 11.17 Margam to Margam via
Hereford, Craven Arms (reverse),
Llandrindod Wells, and the Swansea
District Line. A sunny evening on the
later date greeted the train (formed
by DR98959 and DR98909) as it
arrived at Llandeilo.
2. In a torrential downpour on 22nd
July 2015 two Class 150/2 units
forming the morning northbound
Royal Welsh Show Special (Cardiff
Central – Builth Road) crossed the
‘other’ Loughor viaduct, at
Grovesend on the Swansea District
Line. Having crossed the viaduct the
train deviated at Grovesend Colliery
Loop Junction on to the chord to
Hendy Junction to continue its
journey on the Heart of Wales Line.

150th Anniversary
The official opening of the Central Wales
Railway between Knighton and Llandrindod
Wells took place on 10th October 1865.
It was due to the coming of the railway that
what was a small village, within the space of
50 years, was transformed into what became
the leading spa town of mid-Wales.
HoWLTA Newsletter

3. On 20th June 2015 number
153320 arrives at Pantyffynnon
whilst working the 13.58
Shre wsbur y – Swansea. The
crossing keeper - operating the
manual gated crossing is one of the
last in Wales and under current plans
will not be replaced with anything
automated unt il 2020 when
Pant y ff ynnon Signal Box is
programmed to close and all its
responsibilities transferred to the
Net work Rail’s Wale s Regional
Operating Centre (ROC) situated in
Cardiff, which will eventually control
all railways in Wales.
4. With the evening sun picking out
the polished rail surfaces, number
153323, having reversed at Llanelli,
set s out for Central Wale s at
Llandeilo Junction forming the 18.21
Swansea – Shrewsbury on 9th June
2015. TATA’s Trostre Tinplate
Works provides the backdrop.

Photos and Commentary by
Stephen Miles
This will be celebrated during Llandrindod
Wells Victorian Festival Week on Saturday
29th August with an event based at the Rock
Park Centre in Llandrindod and will include
an exhibition of photographs and films of the
Line between Knighton and Llandrindod
Wells. This will be open between 11am and
5.30pm.
George Scarfe
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For details see page 11
[All Photos ©Stephen Miles]
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